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The Arbors at Westfield 
Annual Craft & Vendor Fair 


Saturday, December 14th 
10:00am-3:00pm 
40 Court Street 
Westfield, MA 01085 


COME SHOP FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 
Vendors - Crafts - Bake Sale - Lunch 


All proceeds benefit the Westfield Senior Center 


For more information: 
Alicia Dessereau, Marketing Director 
413-562-0001 
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By Ellenor Downer 
Staff writer 


Some families like to share memo- 
ries of past Christmas times. It might be 
from childhood or from adulthood, but 
recalling that special event feels good. It 
is a way to remember family members 
that are no longer here on earth or time 
when there were silver Christmas trees, 
F.W. Woolworth stores and S & H Green 
Stamps. 

Several people shared some of their 
Christmas memories. Hopefully, the 
words of Laura Ingalls Wilder ring true, 
“Our hearts grow tender with childhood 
memories and love of kindred and we 
are better throughout the year for having, 
in spirit become a child again at Christ- 
mas-time.” 

These people share stories of a first 
Christmas in a new home or getting a 
Christmas tree and decorating it. Some 
wrote of receiving a Christmas gift they 
really wanted and of getting one they did 
not want. Others shared memories of a 
church Christmas pageant, going tobog- 
ganing on Christmas Day and a silver 


Christmas tree. 


Special Christmas memories 
I have always loved Christmas. As 
an adult I have come to resent the com- 
mercialization of the season, but I can’t 
lie and say that as a kid it was the same. 
I couldn’t wait to get my list in of my re- 
quests for Santa. My parents always and 


still have done whatever they can to make 
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These children participate in a Christmas pageant. These pageants are one of many 


Christmas memories. 


the season special. 

My favorite recent Christmas mem- 
ory is from our first Christmas in our 
house. It started on Christmas Eve when 


my wife’s family came over after church 


any better. It had snowed overnight and 
the woodland landscape was covered in 
snow. All of the children’s grandparents 
were able to be there for the exchanging 


and opening of gifts, and the kids had a 


“Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories 
and love of kindred and we are better throughout 
the year for having, in spirit become a child again at 
Christmas-time. ” 


for the annual Christmas Eve party. Ev- 
erything just seemed to go well and there 
were no arguments from the kids going to 
bed before Santa came to the house. 


Christmas Day could not have gone 


— Laura Ingalls Wilder 


great morning. We were then able to go 
outside and play in the snow for hours. 
Between sledding, hiking in the woods 
and my wife’s family coming over to play 


with their kids in the snow, we couldn’t 
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have asked for a better morning. The day 
only got better as it went on. More family 
came over for Christmas dinner, which al- 
lowed for everyone to get together. It was 
a simple day with nothing extraordinary 
happening, but just being able to have ev- 
eryone get together made it a great day. 


Brian Laramee 


My happiest Christmas memory was 
when I was 12. I wanted a hairdryer. My 
dad said no; I could dry my hair over the 
heating vent. My grandmother got me a 
hairdryer. I still have that dryer that had a 
plastic cap to cover the head with a hose 
attached. 


Jan Pierce 


One of my earliest memories of 
Christmas is of sitting in a chair beside 
my younger sister watching my parents as 
they were decorating our living room for 
Santa’s big visit. We had a silver Christ- 
mas tree (which was all the rage) decorat- 
ed with red bulb ornaments and a rotating 
color wheel that lit up the tree with four 
colors (red, green, blue and yellow). The 
color wheel played a little musical tune 
when a button was pressed adding to our 
delight. We also had a cardboard fireplace 
display so Santa could get in the house 
to deliver our presents, and of course, 
someplace to hang our stockings. In the 
background the Italian singer Lou Monte 
was singing “Dominic the Donkey” and 
‘“Pepino the Italian Mouse.” 

When I got a little older, I had what 
I thought was a great idea of how to get 
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more from Santa. Instead of hanging 
just my sock on our beloved cardboard 
fireplace, I would hang my tights think- 
ing Santa would fill both legs. But Santa 
was too smart for that and what I got 
was what we always received from him 
- ared mesh stocking filled with a few 
little plastic toys and some pieces of 
hard candy. 

I once shared with my friends the 
fond memories I had of Christmas and 
the silver tree. I told them I still had the 
original color wheel, the Lou Monte al- 
bum cracked in half and how the silver 
tree disappeared into the past. 

When I suffered a health crisis right 
before Christmas one year, my dear 
friends wanted to find a way to support 
me and try to lift my spirits. They re- 
membered my story and put out a call far 
and wide to everyone they knew looking 
for a silver tree. That year I received not 
one, but two silver trees. I now put up 
all my trees, silver and green, at Christ- 
mas. It always brings back that special 


feeling of joy and childhood for myself 





and the rest of my family. 


Sandy Hood and her sister, Janie 


I love to decorate the Christmas 
tree. My favorite ornament to add to 
the tree is Mickey Mouse at a desk with 
a quill pen and ink well. My dad lifts 
my sister up to put the star on the top 


of the tree. Every year my family goes 


to Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm in New 
Braintree for a tree. 


James Laramee, 9 


One Christmas it snowed in the 
night. My mother, father, Mimi, aunts, 
brother, cousins and I went toboggan- 
ing in my Mim1’s field. The toboggan 


belonged to my mom and my aunts. All 


six of us fit on the toboggan and it was 
so much fun. I got a turn sitting in the 
front and also in the back. At the bottom 
of the hill, I fell off the toboggan into 
the snow. My dog Bailey came with us 
and ran all over the field. 

Elizabeth Laramee, 7 


One of my happiest and also fun- 





niest Christmas memories was the year 
several of my grandchildren participat- 
ed in the annual Christmas pageant. Our 
Sunday School superintendent Heather 
Stewart purchased a donkey costume. 
My granddaughter, Quinn, who loves 
all kinds of animals, was the donkey. 
Her role as the donkey was to walk be- 
side Mary and Joseph as they headed 
down the church aisle toward “Bethle- 
hem” in the front of the church. Quinn 
decided to crawl rather than walk, as 
donkeys have four legs, not two. The 
costume was a bit large for her and she 
kept getting caught in the fabric. Mary 
and Joseph arrived before the donkey. 
Even the shepherds and sheep got to 
Bethlehem before Quinn. 

The congregation on the side she 
was crawling watched her progress and 
started laughing. The people in the oth- 
er aisle wondered what was happening. 
Finally, the donkey arrived and prompt- 
ly laid down pretending to sleep by the 
manger. It still brings a smile to my face 
when I remember “the best Christmas 


pageant ever.” 
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These youngsters get pulled on a toboggan. Snow on or around Christmas adds another activity for the holidays. 


Ellenor Downer 


When I was 10 I wanted a bride 
doll. I saw the doll at Woolworth’s, a 
five and dime store in Worcester. Un- 


beknownst to me, my parents did not 










have a lot of money. My mother saved 
S & H Green stamps and got two bride 
dolls. One was for me and the other for 


a girl in a family poorer than us. It was 


the most disappointing Christmas ever. 
The doll did not look at all like the one 


REE Estimates 


Le & 
52 


413-583-7777 


in the Woolworth’s window — that one 
looked like a bride and was thin. This 
one was chunky. I hated the doll and it 
took awhile before I even put it on my 
bed. 


Jan Pierce 
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around the holidays 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


As the holiday season approaches 
yet again, many parents and caregivers 
find themselves in search of the per- 
fect festive holiday reads for the little 
ones in their lives. Whether you’re on 
the hunt for a cozy story to bring on 
Christmas vacation, a rhyming picture 
book that will become a holiday tradi- 


tion, or a chapter book for the elemen- 


tary-aged readers, the Clapp Memo- 





rial Library staff in Belchertown has 
plenty of ideas for you. 

The library’s Head of Youth Ser- 
vices, Jennifer Whitehead, recently 
compiled a list of her recommended 
holiday reads. Ranging from board 
books to chapter books, there is a ti- 
tle for every young reader on White- 
head’s list. 

“Trees of the Dancing Goats” 
and “Christmas Tapestry” by Patricia 


Polacco—Polacco has several won- 


derful holiday reads, said Whitehead, 
but the aforementioned titles are her 
favorites. 

“Beautifully written and illus- 
trated with heartwarming stories that 
show how we can be accepting of oth- 
er’s beliefs and experiences,” White- 
head said. 

“Trees of the Dancing Goats” 
follows the story of Trisha, who loves 
the eight days Hanukkah but finds 


it hard to enjoy as her family is one 
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of the few neighbors who have been 
spared from the scarlet fever epidem- 
ic. Then, her grandpa has an idea: 
they will cut down trees, decorate 
them, and secretly deliver them to the 
neighbors. Based on a long cherished 
childhood memory, this story cele- 
brates the miracle of true friendship. 
“Christmas Tapestry” is the story of 
Jonathan Jefferson Weeks; when a 


leak ruins the sacristy wall in his fa- 
ther’s church, Weeks thinks Christmas 
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Eve service will be ruined. Luckily, he 
and his father find a beautiful tapestry, 
perfect for covering the damaged wall 
and giving the church a festive look. But 
then, an elderly woman recognizes the 
cloth—her discovery leads to a real mir- 
acle on Christmas Eve. 

“Polar Express” by Chris Van All- 
sburg— This classic tale requires no 
introduction; Whitehead believes the 
story speaks for itself. For 
millions of readers world- 
wide, this mysterious jour- 
ney to the North Pole has 
become a_ beloved classic. 
A young boy, lying awake one 
Christmas Eve, is welcomed 
aboard a magical trip to the 
North Pole. Through dark for- 
ests, over tall mountains, and 
across a desert of ice, the Polar 
Express makes its way to the city 
atop the world, where the boy will 
make his Christmas wish. 

“Chanukkah Guest” and “Hershel 
and the Hanukkah Goblins” by Eric 
Kimmel—*“Chanukkah Guest” is a fun- 
ny one about a kind old woman and 
grumpy bear, and [Kimmel’s] scarier 
one, Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins, 


is a great read aloud,” Whitehead said. 


“Chanukkah Guest” follows elderly 
woman Bubba Brayna, who is honored 
to serve the rabbi her renowned potato 
latkes. But when a bear shows up instead 
of the rabbi, the nearly blind and deaf old 
woman does not notice the difference. 
“Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins” 
has been a family favorite for decades. 
The leering goblins are equal parts ter- 


rifying and ridic- 


ulous as they match 
wits with Hershel, trying to keep him 
from lighting the menorah and celebrat- 
ing Hanukkah. 

“The Crayon’s Christmas” by Drew 
Daywalt—“The crayon books are very 
popular students,” 
Whitehead said. 


‘Tis the season to write holiday 


with elementary 



















wish lists. But everyone—even the 

crayons—know the best presents are 

the ones that you give. In this unique 
book, readers get to see how Duncan, 
the crayons, and their families cele- 
brate the holidays. 

For little ones, Whitehead rec- 
ommends “Little Blue Truck’s Christ- 
mas” by Alice Schertle 

With the gentle rhythm and signa- 
ture illustration style that made Little 
Blue Truck a household name, Blue’s 
new adventure is full of holiday warmth. 
Little Blue Truck is spreading cheer by 
delivering Christmas trees to his animal 


friends. Readers can help count each 
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green tree from one to five and back 
again, and more. 

And for chapter books, Whitehead 
“The Vanderbeekers of 
141st Street’ by Karina Yan Glaser. 


recommends 


The Vanderbeekers have always 
lived in the brownstone on 141st Street. 
It’s practically another member of the 
family. So when their reclusive, curmud- 
geonly landlord decides not to renew 
their lease, the five siblings have 11 days 
to do whatever it takes to stay in their 
beloved home and convince the dreaded 
Beiderman just how wonderful they are. 
And all is fair in love and war when it 


comes to keeping their home. 
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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


Baking around the holidays brings back a lot of 
great memories for many people, whether it was being 
able to help parents or grandparents bake Christmas 
cookies, or learning to start your own traditions when 
you start having your own family. Or when you need 
to be able to share some with Santa every Christmas. 

My mother was a fantastic baker, and a very good 
cook, but it wasn’t often she let us help her, but Christ- 
mas baking was an exception. 

She loved making sugar cookies in Christmas 
shapes and my favorite were the ones shaped like stars, 
with angels a close second. My job was to add the little 
metallic-like silver balls as decorations, which I was so 
excited to add to the cookies. My favorite to eat were 
the Christmas trees because you could eat a branch at 
a time. 

I don’t have her recipe, but I have plenty of mem- 
ories. Luckily, several of our Turley Publications em- 
ployees have opened up their recipe files just for read- 


ers. Have fun making them.. 


Turley Publications advertising sales represen- 
tative loves baking and makes dozens and dozens of 
cookies leading up to Christmas. This is one of her all 
time favorites because it’s so quick and easy, and 1s per- 


fect for cookie swaps 








Cranberry white chocolate cookies 


Ingredients: 

16.25 oz. box white cake mix 

1 4 cups dried cranberries (like Craisins) 
1 % cups white chocolate chips 

2 eggs 

Y, cup canola or vegetable oil 

Icing (optional): 

6 tbsp milk 








4 cup light corn syrup 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

5 cups powdered sugar 

Cookie Instructions: 

Combine cake mix, eggs and oil in large mixing bowl 
and beat well. 

Stir in cranberries and white chocolate chips and stir 
well with a spoon. 

Chill dough in the refrigerator for 1 hour. 

Drop onto an ungreased non-stick cookie sheet in 
rounded balls. 

Bake for 8-10 minutes until bottoms are golden brown. 

Icing Instructions: 

Whisk together milk, corn syrup and vanilla. 

Add powdered sugar and whisk until smooth. 

If icing becomes too thick add milk 1 tbsp at a time 
until desired consistency. 

Optional Toppings: 

Dust tops with powdered sugar. 

Drizzle tops with icing (see recipe above). 

Notes: 

Store cookies in an airtight container at room tem- 
perature for up to five days. 

Freezing Instructions: Cookie dough balls may 
be frozen for up to 3 months. Bake from frozen for an 
additional 1-2 minutes. Baked cookies will also freeze 
well for up to 3 months, thaw to room temperature be- 
fore serving. 

Submitted by Jocelyn Walker, advertising sales 


representative 


Longtime Barre Gazette editor always bakes 
around the holidays, and this is one of her favorite 


choices to make at Christmas. 





SNOWBALLS then add nuts and vanilla. 
AKA RUSSIAN TEA Refrigerate for at least one hour. 
CAKES Form into one inch balls. Place 
1 c butter about two inches apart on 


1/2 c confectioners sugar ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 10 
2 1/4 c sifted flour 


1/4 tsp salt 


to 12 minutes in a 350-degree 

oven. Roll balls when warm in 
1 tsp vanilla confectioners sugar. Let cool and 
1/4 c chopped walnuts or pecans roll in confectioners sugar again. 
Cream butter, add sugar and cream Paula Ouimette, our office man- 
again. ager in Ware loves this making this 


Then add salt and flour. Mix and treat for her family, and thankfully 


EST. 2019 


* FRIENDS © 


Simply the Best 


FRESH FOOD 
DONE RIGHT 


¢ Delicious Hand Formed Burgers 
¢ Fresh Cut Fries 


¢ Amazing Wings 
Best brick 


; e Massive Grinders 
Oven pizza 


the On Homemade Italian Bread 
Pioneer Valley ¢ Some Of The Best Salads Around 


- > F p° «gp y eo 
‘ AL Vee A " fina é C) ~ . , a 
3 ~" £ > ~ : “" . 
a ¥ . iS . : “4 ¢ “ 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


Rail Trail Ale House 
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Direct 


from the 
North Pole 


Send a child something special 
this Christmas - a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by 
Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime 
is a special opportunity 
to personalize a child’s 
Christmas holiday! 


They'll also receive an 
autographed photo along 
with a special gift. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, fill in your payment information and 
enclose your check for $10.95.* The letter will be delivered with the 
autographed photo and special gift just in time for Christmas! Quantities are 
limited, so don’t delay, order your gift today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 
$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. Please include phone 
number. Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/20/19. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


—[——— = =i 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


| ]CHECK LIVISA [JMASTERCARD [JAMEX L[JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON T0: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: cgriswold@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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Christmas crack 


for those of us who work in the Ware 
office as well. It certainly doesn’t last 
long because it’s irresistible. She said 
it’s hard not to sample it once it has been 


made. 


CHRISTMAS CRACK 
Feel free to add 1/2 cup of chopped 


nuts or coconut flakes on top once you’ve 
poured the melted chocolate. 

You can use darker chocolate with 
higher percentages of cacao, but these 
chocolates sometimes become brittle 
and separate from the cracker layer. 


Cooling this candy overnight in the 


fridge is recommended since cooling it 
in the freezer can cause the chocolate 
layer and the cracker layer to separate 
when you “crack” the candy. If you need 
to freeze, let the crackers warm up for 
about 10 minutes before cracking. 

Prep time: 10 minutes 

Cook time: 15 minutes 

Yield: About 35 pieces 
Ingredients 
28 to 35 saltine crackers (about one 

sleeve, enough to line your tray) 

1 cup (220 g) packed dark brown sugar 
1 cup (225 g or 2 sticks) unsalted butter 
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 


Do you remember your first 
bike on Christmas morning? 


Bicycles Make Great Gifts! 
OVER 400 BIKES IN STOCK 
* GIANT * NORCO * SE* KINK* \. 


suo" 


Family Owned 
: 1D *'s, operated 
Ry, 





Indoor Bicycle 


Trainers 


Maple Hardwood 
oboggans & Sleds 


Trikes & 


Balance Bikes 


Highland Hardware & Bike Shop 
917 Hampden St., Holyoke, MA 
539-9314 ¢ Daily 8-6, Saturday 8-5 


www.highlandbike.com 


EAVAWAY, 


1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 cups (10 to 12 ounces) semi-sweet 
chocolate 
Special equipment: 
Jelly roll pan (10x15-inches) 
Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 400F. Line a 
10x15-inch jelly roll pan with nonstick 
aluminum foil (preferred) or regular 
heavy duty foil, making sure that the 
foil completely covers the bottom and 
sides of the pan. If using regular foil, 
spray lightly with baking spray. Line 
the saltine crackers in a single layer on 
the bottom. 
2. Make the caramel sauce: Place 


the brown sugar, butter and salt in a me- 


dium sized saucepan. Cook on medium 
heat, stirring frequently, until the butter 
melts. Continue to cook, stirring occa- 
sionally, for another 3 to 5 minutes, just 
until the mixture comes to a boil and 
starts to darken. Remove from heat and 
stir in the vanilla extract. 

(Note: You’re not actually making 
true caramel here, so you don’t need to 
be as precise or worry about the tem- 
perature of the caramel. Just make sure 
it comes to a boil and wait for it to dark- 
en slightly, then continue.) 

3. Pour the hot brown sugar mix- 
ture over the saltine crackers. Spread to 
evenly coat the crackers. 


4. Move the pan to the oven and 


bake for 5 minutes. The caramel will be 
hot and bubbly. 

5. Melt the chocolate: Place the 
chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl. 
Cook it in the microwave in 30-second 
intervals at full power, stirring between 
each cook time, until the chocolate has 
melted. 

6. Pour the chocolate over the 
baked crackers: Once the crackers are 
done baking, remove from oven and al- 
low to cool for 1 minute, until the car- 
amel is no longer bubbling. Then pour 
the melted chocolate over the crackers. 
Use a spatula to spread the chocolate 
evenly over the top. 


7. Cool the crackers overnight: Let 


Gingerbread gooaness 


ingerbread is a broad term that 

can describe anything from a 

firm and crispy cookie to a 
moist, soft cake. Traditionally, ginger- 
bread is seasoned with ginger, cloves, 
nutmeg, and other aromatic spices. 
Molasses and brown sugar counteract 
the spice with sweetness. North Amer- 
icans have been baking gingerbread in 
various shapes or forms for more than 
200 years, and the recipes even pre- 


date the American revolution. However, 






From 


— CANARYBLOMSTROM OG” 


insurance agency, inc. 


“A Neighbor You Can Turn To” 





gingerbread dates back even further to 
the Shakespearean era, with The Bard 
having mentioned it in one of his plays. 
Gingerbread’s name can be trace to me- 
dieval England and once referred to any 
kind of preserved ginger. The term went 
on to reference ginger-flavored cakes in 
the 15th century, and gingerbread even- 
tually became popular throughout the 
world. Even though gingerbread cakes 
and cookies have been made for centu- 


ries, Germans are often credited with 








han a 
Poa fA 


creating gingerbread houses, according 
to Smithsonian. They were probably 
modeled after the witch’s candy cot- 
tage in the German fairy tale, “Hansel 
and Gretel.” Even though gingerbread 
can be made any time of year, it 1s par- 
ticularly associated with the Christmas 
season, with gingerbread men and oth- 
er fanciful shapes turning up on cookie 


platters. 


beautiful mugs, &: 
lots of thick mittens, 
soft slippers and 
fancy scarves, 
Christmas candy, 





HUNTINGTON COUNTRY STORE 


A TRUE NEW ENGLAND COUNTRY STORE 


Gifts e Bakery e Ice Cream 


Hundreds of ornaments, —_ = 
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the crackers cool to room temperature 
then move to the refrigerator and cool 
over night. 

8. “Crack” the crackers: The crack- 
ers will form a single sheet once cool. 
Remove from pan and gently peel the 
foil away, being careful not to tear the 
foil. (If any bits of foil tear and get 
stuck in the caramel, break those bits 
away and discard.) Cut the candy into 
snack-sized pieces using a chefs knife 
(you can use your hands, too, but some 
people find it easier to do with a knife). 


Store in an airtight container in the 


refrigerator for about a week. 













Five rooms 
filled to the 
ceilings with 
thousands 


of gifts! 
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Bottom row, L-R: Bonnie Massoia, Jeff Gould, Sandy Brodeur, Becky Norris. 
Top row, LR: Judy Carty, Rosemarie Pinette, Mandy Madiera, Debbie Marino, 
Ellie Burke, Melanie Nacewicz 














When making important insurance decisions for your 
business, yourself or your family, who can you turn to? 
Turn to your neighbor, 

Canary Blomstrom Insurance Agency. 

We'll guide you through the purchase of the right coverages 
for your individual needs and will be here to turn to with 
any questions or issues you may have. 





We represent many insurance companies which allows us to 
offer competitive pricing on almost every type of coverage 
you may need. Please visit us at www.canaryblomstrom.com 
for a complete list of all of our insurance Partners! 


CALL OR VISIT ONE OF OUR ACCOUNT 


MANAGERS TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY 
EVALUATION OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS! 


; 789-3995 
4 868 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA O1 030 

Toll Free: (800) 448-6681 
Fax: x at 786-7004 
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fabulous puzzles, 
deliciously scented 
cinnamon brooms, 
perfume oils, + @ 
beautiful books and 

loads of fun toys. f 
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Bring your friends (QA 
for a traditional 
Christmas outing. 
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70 Worthington Road ¥ Huntington, MA 01050 


413-667-3232 
_ Mon.-Wed. 8-6 e Thurs. & Fri. 8-7 © Sat. 9-7 © Sun. 9-6 


www.HCStore.com 
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crore» Farm Market 
& Cider Mill 
Over Sixty acres of 
Orchards & Gardens 
& All Natural, 
Sweet Apple Cider. 


Barn & Eatery Butcher Shop 
What makes our meat 
Rte. 66, Westhampton, MA so good? 
It's tresh...and fresh is sik 


Artisans Loft 
Featuring Local 
works of the Valley. 


| Upde sy OU Od es} Us e. Se “a ae inthe yk bee uty 
» by adding an eniciente i suit ar you fal jie new 
ot pelt OME: 


a wood, pellet or gc mG insert | 


Breakfast & Lunch 
Good Home Cooking Winery & Brewery 
in a relaxed atmosphere. We are now producing Beer 
Bakery & Delicatessen & Wine, made from the crops 
Cookies, Pies, that we grow on the farm! 
Delicious Sweets & Pastries... || Pig Roast and BBQ's 
Plus, Fresh Salads and Company Picnics, | 
Homemade meals Backyard Gatherings, 
to take home! Family Reunions, 
College Parties, 


Graduations, 
Club 
Functions, 
Weddings or 
Just for the 
Fun of It! 


Wood Insert 


a a 2 


106 State Road (Rtes 5 & 10), Whately, MA 


413-529-9388 ¢ www.outlookfarm.com 
413-397-3463 ¢« thefireplacema.com 


Facebook at Outlook Farm Barn & Eatery 
e 6:30 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. DAILY e 





The Phil Tomkiel Tourna- 
ment is a holiday wrestling 
tournament that has be- 
come a tradition in Aga- 
wam and normally features 
wrestlers from all over the 
region and beyond. 


File photos 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The holidays are a fun time of the 


ear to exchange presents, sing Christ- 
y Be P e Prior to the Christmas vacation, 


Is and be with family. 
eigen Sy lene ee NOE ea one popular boys basketball showcase, 


But it’s also a great time to take in 
: though not a full-fledged tournament, is 
some great sports action. ; ; ; ; 
P the Tip-off Classic at the University of 


During the holiday season, there a 
e y Massachusetts-Amherst. 


few great tournaments that take place 


The classic was started several 


with a number of high schools partici- 
years ago, and is a student-run tourna- 


ating. 
li ment that features games between sev- 


Niassa terite 


‘ rab <a 
; ' 1 3 


Fisher Snow Plows 
Sales and Service 


Amherst Welding offers all types of welding: 


Mig (wire feed), Tig (heliarc), stick welding. 
A mobile welding service is available 
as well as welding steel, aluminum, 
stainless and cast iron. 


Welding ¢ Fabrication « Custom Truck Bodies 
MeYole(-1a tle Cmmalllemit iit 


413.253.4867 
WYATYAN r= Taalat-ya-ya"V(-llellale Morelan 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 
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eral teams in Western Massachusetts, ipated in the event in the past and some 


and a few times from the eastern side of those teams will participate again this 
of the state. One game that has often year. 

been the “main event” of the evening Eric Castonguay, athletic director 
has been between South Hadley and at South Hadley High School, said par- 
Granby. ticipating in the showcase is a great way 
Belchertown, Palmer, Agawam, to start the season and get people into 


Chicopee and Holyoke have also partic- the sport. 


a Melha 
wm Shriners 


NEW LOCATION 


For information call the Melha Shrine Office 413-736-3647 
melhashriners.org/festivaloftrees/ 
www.facebook.com/events/336020853737503 


$5 per person w/children ¢ 3 and under FREE 


CRAFT FAIR 
RAFFLES ¢ ENTERTAINMENT 


REFRESHMENTS 
FREE PARKING ¢ ADMISSION $2.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE 


4 Woe Bs ye hs Wo BS ! d 
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The Winter Classic 
hockey tournament 
will be held at 
Fitzpatrick Rink in 
Holyoke on Dec. 26 
and 27 this year. 


“It brings people out to 
the campus and the kids want 
to come and play here at the 
end of the season, too,’ he 
said. “So this is a great way to 
showcase the sport and bring 
spectators.” 

South Hadley girls basket- 
ball participates in a four-team tour- 
nament at Hoosac Valley the week be- 
fore Christmas. Castonguay said it is 
well-attended and is a great experience 
for the players and fans. 

“The team bonds well and it’s a fun 


thing to do right before Christmas for 


the team,” said Castonguay. 






The Winter Classic has become a 
New Year’s Day tradition in the world 
of hockey. Two teams in the National 
Hockey League play on the outdoor ice 
at various locations. The Boston Bruins 
have played at both Gillette Stadium 
and Fenway Park. 

Locally, the Winter Classic is host- 
ed by Chicopee and Chicopee Compre- 


Wishing you Peace 






during the ‘Holiday Season, 
The Curran and O’Brien Families 
















Curran, jones 


FUNERAL | HOMES 


West Springfield 
Agawam 


FUNERAL HOME 


South 
Hadley 


Compassionate, professional and family owned 
since 1930 


hensive High Schools. The two teams 
have traded turns as the host school. 
This year’s Winter Classic will take 
place at Fitzpatrick Rink, Chicopee 
Comprehensive’s home ice. The Colts 
and Pacers will be joined by West 
Springfield and newcomer Agawam this 
year. 

“Because of the popularity of the 
Winter Classic in the NHL, we think 
this tournament resonates with the peo- 
ple and our games are always really 
well-attended,” said Chicopee Athletic 
Director Sean Mackin. “We have some 
great hockey over the course of two 
days and it’s always a lot of fun for the 
players.” 

At one point or another, Chicopee 
and Chicopee Comp often match up 
with one another, adding more chapters 
to their great cross-city rivalry. 

“We are excited to have it again this 
year and we hope people will continue 
to come out and enjoy it,” said Mackin. 

This year’s tournament will take 


place right after Christmas, starting on 


RESTAURANT 
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Thursday, Dec. 26, with the semifinals, 


followed by the consolation and finals 
on Friday, Dec. 27. 

And if you’re into some great high 
school wrestling, the Phil Tomkiel Hol- 
iday Tournament has been a great tradi- 
tion for more than 20 years. 

It is currently scheduled to be held 
on Dec. 30, and is an all-day tourna- 
ment that features teams from all over 
the region as well as several teams that 
have traveled from Connecticut and 
New Hampshire over the years. Teams 
from Eastern Massachusetts have also 
attended. 

“Tt’s a great day and a lot of fun and 
competition for everyone,’ said Aga- 
wam Athletic Director David Stratton. 

Stratton said the spectators can 
come and watch action on up to four 
mats at a time, and wrestlers see multi- 
ple opponents. Both wrestlers and fans 
have an opportunity to see wrestlers 
they would not normally see, and be ex- 


posed to tougher competition. 


Chef/Owner 
Mark Tansey 


485 Springfield St. 
Feeding Hills 
MA 01030 


(413) 786-0975 


2019 
CERTIFICATE of 
Ei EXCELLENCE 


tripadvisor 


‘ORDER 
TM: 


@ Great Gifts for the Holidays! 


Diner Mugs — T-Shirts 


Buy a $25. Gift Certificate FE [P} E E I 
Get a $5 Gift Certificate 
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How to make 
holiday wreaths 
the easy way 





here are many different ways 

to decorate homes and _ busi- 

nesses for the holidays. Tall 
evergreen trees are among the most 
visible symbols of the holiday season. 
However, wreaths hung on doors, win- 
dows or fences also are ubiquitous this 
time of year. 

Wreaths adorn homes primarily 
during the holidays of Easter and Christ- 
mas. Wreaths have also been worn 
around the head or neck in ceremonial 
events around the globe for centuries. It 
is believed the first wreaths date back to 
ancient Greece and Rome. Members of 
the Greco-Roman society were known 
to hand-make ring-shaped items using 
fresh tree leaves, small fruits, flowers, 
and twigs. Oftentimes these headdress- 
es symbolized a person’s social status. 


Others suggest wreaths evolved to be- 


come a Christian symbol 
of immortality. 

Regardless of how 
wreaths are viewed, many 
people like to display 
wreaths for the holidays. 
Wreaths can be purchased 
premade, but making a 
wreath on your own can make the holi- 
days even more fun. 

One of the easiest ways to make a 
wreath is to design it around a circu- 
lar floral foam form. Gather supplies 
to make the wreath. For traditional 
wreaths, supplies will include sprigs 
of evergreen (real or artificial), ribbon, 
floral wire, bows, and artificial berries. 
Working around the foam form, ar- 
range the boughs of evergreen, using 
the floral wire to wrap or pin into the 


foam itself. Keep the layers coming un- 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS 
of Belchertown 


AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY 


SUN ed as (0) IDA)! 
From Our Family To Yours 


Christopher Heights of Belchertown 1s a 


Premier Assisted Living Community, 


now offering NEW Senior Living 


plans that will help you make the right 


decision and will meet your care needs. 


To schedule a tour or to learn more 


til you get the desired coverage. Embel- 
lish with a ribbon or place a bow. 

The blog A Piece of Rainbow says 
that creating a wreath jig is an easy way 
to make a wreath. Cut a dollar-store 
laundry basket bottom from the top ring 
to make a template, on which you can 
place wreath-making materials so they 
keep their circular form. Use floral wire 
or natural jute string to tie the materials 
together. Experiment with fresh ever- 
green, twigs, holly branches, or what- 
ever materials you choose. 


Thick card stock also can serve as 





the wreath template. Attach artificial 
flowers or leaves, spray snow, orna- 
ments, or other items to the card stock 
ring with a firm adhesive. 

Many craft stores sell wreath forms 
made of natural vines that have been 
strung in a ring. These can be decorated 
in their entirety or left a little sparse to 
let the natural twine show through. 

Wreaths may seem like complicat- 
ed creations. But a little imagination 
and the right materials is all it takes to 


create a homemade wreath. 


GREAL GIF TEIDEAS 


Boy 
Perron! 


Snowblowers 


UECHD 


Leaf Blowers Starting 
at $149.99 


UECHD 


Chain Saws 
Starting at 
$199.00 


TORO. 


Lawnmowers 


Starting at $269.00 


UECHD 


Curved Shaft 
Trimmers 
Starting at $149.99 


GENERAC 

> een_* SF 
Generators 

Starting at $459.00 


e Helmet ¢ Chaps 
e Deluxe Equipment Covers 
Starting at $43.00 


e Toro Electric Trimmers $49.99 


e Toro Ultra Electric 
: Blower/Vac $59.99 
a ° ° Girt Certificates in all 
y Denominations! 


OF 


Please call Lorna Stone at K 


BOYDEN & PERRON, INC. 


@]E) Ke loleo) am acol','(=) a el Ulle)aal=lalt 


41 SOUTH WHITNEY STREET ¢ AMHERST 
253-7358 ¢ Monday-Friday 8-5:30, Saturday aa 12 
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(413)-323-5500. 


www.christopherheights.com 


ss 99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 


OPPORTUNI ty 
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By Emma Monahan 
Staff writer 


looking at the handmade wreaths. 
There are many people in New England 


who search for a place such as Kip’s, and hav- 


here are many traditions during the hol- ing the opportunity to go out and look for that 


iday season. From baking cookies to perfect Christmas tree in a quintessential New 


building a snowman, there's one thing England town. Everyone looks for something 


that many households have, a beautiful Christ- different though. 


mas tree. There are different things that people “You can’t tell someone to go pick out a tree 


look for in a tree, and different ways to go out for them,” said Waugh. “Everyone wants some- 


and get one. Some people may want to make thing different.” 


a whole day out of it, others pick one up and It’s true. In a survey distributed out to read- 


leave, but it’s a tradition nevertheless. ers of Turley Publications via social media, 


Growing up in Massachusetts, my family participants were asked questions such as what 


participated in the first option. We'd stick with a attributes they look for in a tree. Thirty percent 


tree farm that had that “romantic” feeling, such said they look at height first, 26 percent look at 


as Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm on Utley Road, in type. 36 percent said they look at width second 


NY ene e sah tie ema bce Woleine ener and 31 percent look at width. In both categories, 





with owner Doug Waugh, who has been taking itl i, a 


care of people for 40 years, checking out the Finding the perfect Christmas tree can be a difficult task, 
with many options to choose from, but one always knows 
when they’re found the right one. 


the three other options, scent, color, and type, 


received scores of less than 20 percent. 
reindeer he had in a petting area and my mother 
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$10 OFF! 
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| \ No other discounts apply. Expires 12/24/19 






WILLOW TREE « JIM SHORE e SNOWBABIES ¢ MEMORY LAMPS 

= SHANORE IRISH JEWELRY ¢ CURTAINS & LINENS 

ry A 99¢ GREETING CARDS ¢ NEW ENGLAND TEAM SPORTS GIFTS 
: € LOCAL TOWN GIFTS « FASHION & ACCESSORIES 





e% MUCH MORE! 





99¢ 
GREETING CaRD 


with this coupon. 


Louis & Clark Country Gifts Coupon. 
No other discounts apply. Expires 12/24/19 


= | 


v_ a, > a 


a he — 
3 \e> ~ as 


Holiday Daxzley 2019 





Participants were also asked if 
they preferred to cut their own trees 
or find one pre-cut. Surprisingly, it 
was a close tie. Forty-seven and 


half percent of those surveyed pre- 


ferred to cut their own, while 52.50 
percent preferred a pre-cut tree. 
Those who prefer to cut their own 
much enjoy the experience, anoth- 


er question on the survey. Seven- 


ty-nine percent they do prefer to do 
SO. 

Waugh jokes that the “green 
ones” are the most popular. Out 
of the 20-25,000 trees planted on 


his farm, there are several to pick 
from, Concolor fir, Canaan, Korean 
fir, white, blue and Norway spruce. 
Because of the wet soil, popular 


trees such as balsam and Fras- 
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CBD e "TREATS @ TOYS e COLLARS 
SPA & HEALTH PRODUCTS TT more! 


Featuring 


OUR QUEST Abady & Earthborn brand natural pet dich 


We are a small-batch coffee roaster 
located in the beautiful Pioneer Valley, who 
believe in coffee that not only tastes good, 


but that you feel good about drinking. DOG FOOD 


45 Southwick Road, Westfield, MA 
(413) 572-0055 
HOURS: Tues-Thur 9-5:30 / Fri 8-4:30 / Sat 8-2:30 


Ei] www.k9sAndFelines.com —_ 


CSSCLON.COM 
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er cannot be grown on Waugh’s more now a days. He says there’s 


property, but he has them brought a niche for the place, and it serves 
in from other farms so customers a certain amount of people, but 
can have those options. he still finds tree hunters from all 
In the comments section of over coming to his farm. 
the survey, many people talked “T have a family from Maine 
who come every year,’ said 
Waugh. “The dad told me he used 


to come here as a kid, and now he’s 


about the type of experiences they 
like to have while finding that per- 
fect Christmas tree. 


“We love to make a morning bringing his own. It’s amazing.” 


of it,’ wrote one responder. “Go For some, it’s the height that 


out for a hot breakfast and spend matters, a large eight to nine-foot 


a good hour, hour and a half trudg- tree. Others want the fattest tree in 


ing around the back fields looking the lot, with no bare spots. In the 


for the perfect tree. We spend the end, it is all bout how you deco- 


rest of the day setting it up, string- rate it. 


ing up the lights and decorating it.” Colored or white lights, full 


Waugh talks about that “ro- of homemade and gifts ornaments, 


mantic” feeling as stated before, there is no “perfect” Christmas 


and how people are looking for tree, everyone has their own indi- 


locations such as his more and vidual taste. 


Crossroads Shopping Center 

16 Southwick Street 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

(413) 301-7007 
www.feedinghillsmusicacademy.com 
info@ feedinghillsmusicacademy.com 


= Feeding Hills 
” Music Academy 





Does Music Speak to You?? 


offering lessons for guitar, bass, 
drums, piano/keyboard and vocals. 


Now Providing 
Violin & Ukulele 
Lessons 


MUSIC AWARENESS FOR LITTLE ONES! 
2-3 yrs., 4-6 yrs.,: 10 Week Program 


Check out our Band Jam Program 
and much more! 


ELECTRICIAN @ 


=e Southwick St, Feeding Hills, Eat = d 
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Need some decorating inspiration? Staff Reporter Emma Monahan’s family uses 


rustic/farmhouse inspiration with old fashion sleighs and primitive ornaments, and the 


approbal of the family cat. 
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hristmas trees are an iconic 

symbol of the holiday sea- 

son. Whether they are per- 
sonal trees nestled in the corner of a 
living room for families to enjoy or 
towering evergreens serving as the fo- 
cal point of a town square, Christmas 
trees are a wonder to behold. 

Many people have fond memo- 
ries of time spent around the Christ- 
mas tree sharing gifts and family tra- 
ditions. Live trees and their pine-like 
aroma can be especially nostalgic 
trees to include in holiday plans. The 
National Christmas Tree Association 
says that approximately 25 to 30 mil- 
lion real Christmas trees are sold in 
the United States every year. North 
American trees hail from all 50 states 
and areas of Canada. 

While freshly cut trees can be 
particularly beautiful and aromatic 
additions to the season, they require 
a bit more work than artificial trees in 
order to remain beautiful and thrive 
throughout the holiday season. Main- 


tenance can help keep Christmas trees 


as perfect as possible. 

e Even though it is tempting to 
buy a real tree as early as possible, 
their shelf life is limited even with the 
best care. Dural Christmas Tree Farm 
advises that, under the best condi- 
tions, a real tree should last up to four 
weeks before drying out. 

e Consider the needles when 
looking for a real tree. Pull your hand 
toward your body along the branch- 
es. If many needles fall off, the tree is 
past its peak. 

e Think about the room in which 
the tree will be located. Leave at least 
6 inches between the tip of the tree 
and the ceiling, accounting for the 
height of the tree stand as well. 

e If needle retention is a goal, the 
Scotch pine variety has the best nee- 
dle retention and a high survival rate, 
lending to its popularity, offers Preci- 
sion Tree and Landscape. Douglas fir 
and balsam fir are other durable trees. 

e If possible, buy a freshly cut 
tree from a reputable nursery or tree 
farm, advises The Old Farmer’s Al- 


POLISH POTTERY PLUS 
Holiday Sale 


20-50% off 


(plus Daily Specials!) 


Ceramika Artystyczna, Vena, 


Wiza and Zaklady 
Starting Fri., Nov. 29 


Mon. - Sat. 9-5. (Thurs till 7) 


21 Old Windsor Road, Bloomfield 


(Exit 37 off of 91, West on Route 305, 2 miles) 
(Behind Sir Speedy Look for Blue Balloons) 


Questions: Call 860-217-0011 
www.PolishPotteryPlus.com 
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tmas tree tips and tricks 


manac. Many pre-cut trees sold else- 
where were likely cut weeks before 
and may not be fresh. 

e Cut the bottom of the tree trunk 
before bringing it home to facilitate 
the uptake of fresh water daily. Trees 
can absorb as much as a gallon of wa- 
ter in a day, so make sure the tree gets 
fresh water every day. 

e Keep trees away from as many 
heat sources as possible and away 
from direct sunlight to prolong lon- 
gevity. 

e According to Karabin Farms 
in Connecticut, to make a Christmas 
tree last longer, boil a gallon of water 
and then dissolve one cup of sugar in 
the water. Allow to cool. After fresh- 
ly cutting the trunk, pour in the warm 
sugar water. Continue to add fresh, 
cool, plain water to the tree stand af- 


terward. 
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Once needles begin to fall off 


with frequency, the tree is reaching its 
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prime. Remove it so it does not be- 


come a fire hazard. 
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Confronting 
hunger, 
keeping 


spirits warm 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff writer 


s temperatures recede and 

darkness falls earlier each 

evening, winter is fast ap- 
proaching. When the full effects of 
the season take hold, the demand for 
volunteers in soup kitchens and food 
pantries will skyrocket. 

Fortunately, dozens of agencies 
in Western Massachusetts aim to al- 
leviate the burden confronting local 
residents battling hunger. In order to 
meet the needs of patrons, the orga- 


nizations lean heavily on donations 


and volunteer contributions. 

“Tt’s extremely important to 
have access to a nutritional meal, 
especially during the cold weather. 
Having people available to serve a 
meal or help out in the pantry is crit- 
ical; we depend on our volunteers,” 
said Will Puckett, of Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen and Pantry, located at 
170 Pendexter Ave. in Chicopee. 

Non-perishable food items are 
always of great significance; canned 
vegetables, fruits or chicken all 
make for valuable donations. Cereal 
and dried pasta are sought after as 


well. 


. WELDING & 
EQUIPMENT 


Custom Built Trailers and Truck Equipment 
Since 1985 


MOVE AT THE 


wUPEn-PU iy 


SPEED OF THE 


STORM. 


Extreme conditions demand cutting edge innovation. Built tough with a heavy-duty push frame, the BOSS 
Straight-Blade Plow is engineered for nature's worst. Plus, an optimized blade curl and a reinforced 
moldboard that are built with the reliability and strength you've come to expect from BOSS. 


STRAIGHT-BLADE PLOW: 
Standard Duty—-Steel 7'6" 


Standard Duty-Poly 7'6" 
Super-Duty—Steel 7'6", 8'0", 8'6", 9'0" 
Super-Duty—Poly 8'0" 











24 Hour Emergency 
Plow Repair 








STANDARD FEATURES: 

¢ Heavy-Duty Push Frame 
and Quadrant 

¢ Standard SL3 L.ED. with Ice 
Shield Technology™ Headlights 


Mechanical, [= 3 
syaraute”  PEYEXSS 
& Structural | i 


Repairs 





¢Full Moldboard Trip Design | * SmartShield® 
¢ SmartHitch® 2 
¢ SmartTouch® 2 Warranty 











SNOWPLOW 





TommyGate® ¢ Duraliner® ¢ K&N® 


Timbren™ e Rugby® and many more 


Also Offering: 
Welding & Fabrication; trailer hitches & accessories. 
See our website for a full list of services. 


www.valley-welding.com 
100 Old Amherst Road, Belchertown 
off of Rt. 9 at Amherst Town Line 


256-6334 





Two-Year Limited 
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Volunteers at the Holy Mother of the Rosary Polish National Church in Chicopee get 
food ready for the church’s soup kitchen. 





Turley Publications file photos 
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen and Pantry volunteers get dessert ready for diners. 


Bought, Sold, Traded 


e Fishing Tackle 
e Hunting Supplies 
e Sporting Goods S 
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Live Bait e& Accessories 


R & R Sport Shop 


QUALITY AT REASONABLE PRICES 
413.323.6785 « Rich Kimball and Jim Collins 
16 Federal St., Jct. Rt. 9 & 202 « Belchertown, MA 01007 


)» Holiday Gitt Certificates Available j 








Turley Publications file photos 
Nancy Collina and Mari- 

sa Carpenter volunteer at 
the First Congregational 
Church’s food drive to bene- 
fit the Pioneer Valley USO. 


Visiting an agency and extending 
a hand is a much-appreciated gesture. 
Mary Lou Guarnera ,of the Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors Food Pantry, 30 
Carew St. in South Hadley, offered up 
a genuine incentive to volunteer. 

“There is nothing as rewarding 
as helping another human being. It’s 
really the best way to get out of your 
own problems,” she said. “When you 
are feeling overwhelmed in your own 
life, and things are not going the right 
way, if you can do something to help 
somebody else, that is the fastest way 
to take care of your own self.” 

Pantries and kitchens are not the 
only places seeking volunteers to up- 
end hunger. By supplying a number of 
agencies with an array of food items, 
the Food Bank of Western Massachu- 
setts has assisted the community since 
1982. 

“The Food Bank really relies on 


AT 





KINS 


Farms 


the support of its volunteers,” said Lil- 
lian Baulding, a communications and 
engagement officer. “We have a staff 
of about 45, but we have a much larger 
crew of volunteers who help us out by 
storing and packing food in our own 
warehouse and distributing it to agen- 
cies and residents in four counties.” 

With its headquarters located at 
97 North Hatfield Road in Hatfield, the 
Operation covers territory in Franklin 
County, Hampshire County, Hampden 
County and Berkshire County. The 
Food Bank distributes items that come 
from the state and federal government, 
as well as donations from local farms 
and businesses. 

Baulding noted that the majority 
of volunteers often contribute during 
the holiday season. She reminded 
residents that the need for help exists 
throughout the entirety of the year. 

“T think that a lot of people look 





FLAG SHIP STORE 
Corner of Rte. 116 & Bay Road 
South Amherst, MA 01002 
413.253.9528 


SATELLITE LOCATION 
ATKINS FARMS - YOUR LOCAL MARKET 
113 Cowls Rd., North Amherst, MA 


Atkins Farms ... where the apple ts just the beginning! 
ATKINS CAN HELP MAKE YOUR 






Holiday Floral 
Centerpieces 


F AY ef (AML IKY MLC ABLY COTY 


Fresh Turkeys, naturally grown, 


free range & medication free. 
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for volunteer opportunities during the 
holidays, which is great, but some- 
times during the other seasons we 
don’t have as many volunteers,’ she 
said. “There are a lot of opportunities. 
If they have the time, it’s great for 
people to volunteer at different times 
throughout the year.” 

Considering the quantity of agen- 
cies in Western Massachusetts, there is 
almost certainly a volunteer opportu- 
nity nearby. Mary Cassidy, executive 
director of the Community Survival 
Center at 240 Main St. in Indian Or- 
chard, elaborated on how one can dis- 
cover an avenue to contribute. 

“If you’re going to check out any 
agency, go to its website; that will tell 
you a lot about it,” she said. “There 
should be information that tells you its 
mission; tells you its need.” 

Cassidy continued to note that 


most agencies strive to facilitate a 


soa lated arsate 
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friendly environment. Tours of the In- 
dian Orchard facility are available to 
prospective volunteers. 

The staff at Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen and Pantry is also invested in 
creating a pleasant environment. New 
volunteers are not rushed into their du- 
ties. 

“We always give people one day 
so that they can experience it. We 
don’t schedule them for three weeks 
in a row or all day long,’ said Puckett. 
“Tt’s a great way to connect with peo- 
ple and develop empathy on another 
level. Caring for others is a privilege, 
if you ask me.” 

To learn more about soup kitchens 
and food pantries in Western Massa- 
chusetts, one can visit the Food Bank’s 


website at foodbankwma.org. 


330 Add Some 


at symphony hall 


Sparkle to Your 


alia! 


Featuring the 
Young@Heart Chorus 


and the SSO Chorus 


Tickets start at just $25 
Children 4-17 half price 


Join us inthe 
Mahogany Room 
for the 


19th Annual 
Holiday Auction 


Call the box office (413) 733-2291 or visit SpringfieldSymphony.org 


Media sponsor The Renbli WAN. premier supporter * *¢. MassMutual Additional support IMG C Cultural 


Council 
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Keep safety 
in mind when 
decorating for the 


holidays 


ecorations help make the 

holiday season a magical 

time of year. Stores are 
awash in color and twinkling lights, 
and similar imagery is on display in 
private homes. 

Designing holiday displays can 
be a great way for families to spend 
time together and kick off the cele- 
bration. In fact, according to Electri- 
cal Safety Foundation International, 
around 90 percent of Americans dec- 
orate their homes for the holidays. 

When trimming the tree and 
decorating this holiday season, fam- 
ilies must keep safety in mind. A lit- 
tle planning and some precautionary 
measures can ensure displays are en- 
joyed all season long. Travelers In- 
surance offers the following holiday 
decorating safety tips. 


¢ Do not overload outlets. Plan 


How to create 


a durable 


gingerbread house 


ingerbread cookies and 
houses are one of the many 
symbols of the holiday sea- 
son, alongside Christmas trees and 
twinkling lights. In fact, few confec- 
tions symbolize the holidays more so 
than gingerbread. 

Many a child (or a child at heart) 
has spent hours carefully trying to 
create decorative gingerbread houses. 
Although gingerbread recipes span 
various cultures, gingerbread houses 
originated in 16th century Germa- 
ny. The fairy tale “Hansel and Gre- 
tel” helped solidify the popularity of 
gingerbread, which became part of 
Christmas traditions. 

Even though gingerbread houses 
can be fun to make, there’s no denying 
it can be exacting work — especial- 


ly for those who strive for perfection. 


displays according to the number 
and location of available outlets. 

e Never exceed the maximum 
number of light strands that can be 
attached together. 

e Use lights and products that 
have been tested for safety. Certifi- 
cation marks like UL, ETL and CSA 
are from nationally recognized lab- 
oratories. 

e LED lights should be used 
whenever possible. Such lights con- 
sume less energy and run cooler than 
other bulbs. 

e The ESFI says candles start 
almost 50 percent of all decoration 
fires. Minimize the risk by using 
candles only when they can be mon- 
itored. Artificial candles can be used 
in place of real candles. 

e Check for freshness in live 


trees. A fresh tree will last longer 


Prepackaged kits attempt 
to take some of the guess- 
work out of the equation, 
but those who are crafting 
from scratch can employ 
these tips as they build 
their gingerbread houses. 

¢ Go for form and not flavor. Few 
gingerbread houses ever get eaten, 
so focus on finding a dough that will 
bake up rock hard as opposed to one 
that tastes good. 

e Get the right icing texture. Pas- 
try artist Catherine Beddall says royal 
icing is the preferred “glue” to adhere 
gingerbread pieces. Beddall says ic- 
ing should be thick like peanut butter 
and not runny. 

e Mind the dough. Do not roll 
out the gingerbread dough too thin 


or it may become brittle after being 





and is less of a fire hazard than an 
old tree. 

e Place Christmas trees at least 
three feet away from all heat sources, 
including fireplaces and heaters. 

e Use decorations that are 
non-combustible or made from 
flame-resistant materials. 

e Pay attention to the age rec- 
ommendations of decorations to see 
if they can be used in homes with 
young children. Some items, howev- 
er common, are choking or strangu- 
lation hazards. 

e Avoid putting small, “mouth- 
sized” decorations near the ground or 
on lower limbs of trees, where young 


children can easily reach them. 


cooked. Always cut out shapes be- 


fore the gingerbread is baked. Let 
the baked pieces sit overnight to cool 
completely before using them to build. 

e Patience is key. Allow the icing 
to dry for at least a couple of hours 
after adhering each piece and before 
moving and handling the house, says 
Beddall. Work in stages so that indi- 
vidual items can be decorated and 
allowed to dry. Then the walls can 
be put together, followed by the roof 
pieces. 

¢ Kids likely will need help. Chil- 


dren may not have the patience or 


e Exercise caution when hanging 
decorations at high heights. Make 
sure the ladder is secured and have a 
spotter who can hold the ladder and 
pass items up Safely. 

¢ Outdoor electric lights and 
decorations should be plugged into 
circuits protected by ground fault 
circuit interrupters, or GFCIs. 

e Exercise caution when deco- 
rating near power lines that extend to 
the house. 

e Keep hung stockings far away 
from open flames so they do not 
catch any errant embers. 

These are just a few suggestions 
for decorating a safely for the holi- 


day season. 





steadiness to handle complete ginger- 
bread construction. They can decorate 
the separate pieces of the house while 
the components are laying flat, which 
is easier for kids. Adults can do the 
main assembly later on. 

¢ Utilize a template. Free-handing 
may not be easy. Cut out templates us- 
ing cardboard or posterboard for vari- 
ous gingerbread pieces. 

One of the most important tips is 
to have fun. Don’t take gingerbread 
house making too seriously as a nov- 
ice. Rather, enjoy the experience and 


the centuries-old tradition. 
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HOLIDAY COLORING CON- 
TEST. Area children in grades pre-k 
through eight are invited to partici- 
pate in LUSO Federal Credit Union’s 
holiday coloring contest. Submit your 
entries by Saturday, Dec. 14 for a 
chance to win a prize-filled gift bag. 
For more information, visit LUSO 
Federal Credit Union’s website at 


www.lusofederal.com. 


LUDLOW/WILBRAHAM 

LETTERS TO THE TROOPS. 
Please remember to drop off your let- 
ters/ holiday greetings for our troops 
by Dec. 1. Letters may be dropped off 
during LUSO school banking days, 
or at either our Ludlow or Wilbra- 


ham branches. In return, LUSO will 


Chester 


donate one toy to the Wonderfund 
for every 20 letters received, up to 
50 toys. For information, visit LUSO 
Federal Credit Union’s website at 


www.lusofederal.com. 


NOV. 22-23 
LUDLOW 

FIRST CHURCH HOLIDAY 
FAIR. The First Church in Ludlow at 
859 Center St., 
Holiday Fair on Friday, Nov. 22, from 


will hold its annual 


10 a.m.-4 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 23 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The holiday fair 
will feature the Christmas Shoppe, 
Santa’s Workshop, Potpourri, Book- 
Store, Baskets & Bows, seasonal 
greens, Everything Sports and the 
Bake & Sweet Shoppe and a huge 


raffle featuring an LED, Smart TV. 
Santa will visit on Saturday and the 
Snack Bar will be open both days. 
Food drive: For every three non-per- 
ishable items donated (for the Benefit 
Survival Center in Indian Orchard), 
the donor will receive one ticket for a 
chance to win one of the three hand- 


made quilted lap robes. 


NOV. 23 
BARRE 

QUABBIN HOLIDAY CRAFT 
MARKET. Quabbin Regional High 
School, 800 South St., (cafeteria). Sat- 
urday, Nov. 23, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Handmade crafts, direct sale vendors, 
basket raffle, bake sale, pictures with 


Santa, unique gifts and more. This 


even will benefit all high school stu- 
dents. $2 Entry fee. Contact: Joanne 
LeBlanc, 978-355-465 | 


EAST LONGMEADOW 

ST. MARK’S ART AND CRAFT 
FAIR. 1 Porter Road, East Long- 
meadow on Saturday, Nov. 23, from 


9 a.m.-3 p.m. 


HADLEY 

HADLEY HOLIDAY FAIR. 
Hadley Elementary School, 21 River 
Dr., Hadley. Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Music, entertainment, food and 


over 60 vendors. 


Common Table © Open 


Monday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


Farm fresh takes on Sunday Noon - 4:30 p.m. 


COVA KOVMMMKOLOLO ROPES (es 


Fresh Local Ingredients 
Craft Beers, Quality Wines, 
& Creative Cocktails 


¢ Email: oakdec25@aol.com 
¢ 508-320-0389 


e Website: 
www.christmas-barn.com 
¢ GPS Address: 

1 Northwest Road 
Spencer, MA 01562 


OAKWOOD FARM CHRISTMAS BARN 


SPENCER 


New Years’ ve Party! 
Three Course Dinner, 
Champagne Toast & 

| ive Music by the 

Franklin County Sweethearts 

Call for reservations! 


30 Main St. Chester, MA 


(413) 354-1076 
www.chestercommontahble.com 
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Be hee a way of changing es .. 
With the passing of another year, we reflect on the events that changed our 4 : 
lives-some of them good, but for some, there have been better years. 
Fortunately, time has a way of healing, and letting us go forward-a promise 
of better years to come. Whatever last year brought you, we want you to know 
our family’s thoughts are with you for a healthy and happy New Year. 


BEERS & STORY 


FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATION SERVICE 
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HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE TOURS 


Sa: turdav 11. De 1rom | lam-€ opm! 


House one Wine. Music. Hot Cocoa Bar 
Book your Christmas & 


Holiday Treats & More! qed 
Cabra the Mid: with . pee og Minning Vines 


Palmer 


283-9061 Directors, 


Wendy Story, 
Marc Gaudreau, 
Alyssa Boyko & 

Crystal Champigny 


Belchertown 


323-6961 


South Hadley 
533-4400 
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HOLYOKE 

HOLYOKE CANAL WALKING 
TOUR. Meet at Dwight Street at the 
upper corner of Holyoke Heritage State 
Park on Saturday, Nov. 23, from 1-3:30 
p.m. Hosted by Holyoke Canal Tour. 


LUDLOW 

LUDLOW VENDOR AND 
CRAFT FAIR. Ludlow Community 
Center, Randall Boys and Girls Club, 
91 Claudias Way on Saturday, Nov. 23, 


from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 


NOV. 23 
SOUTH HADLEY 

HOT JAZZ ON A COLD NIGHT. 
Mount Holyoke College, Pratt Music 
Hall. Saturday, Nov. 23, at 7:30 p.m. 
The Jazz ensembles of Mount Holyoke 
College presents their annual winter 
concert featuring tunes by Alan Bay- 
loc, George Gershwin, Dave Wolpe and 
many more. Directed by Mark Gion- 


friddo, Director of Jazz Ensembles. 


NOV. 25 
LUDLOW / WILBRAHAM 
WONDERFUND TOY DRIVE. 
Tis the season of giving! LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, in Ludlow and Wilbra- 
ham, is collecting new, unwrapped toy 
donations for the Wonderfund to benefit 
Springfield-area children and teens in 
the Department of Children and Fam- 
ilies’ care. To continue in the spirit of 
giving, if you donate a new, unwrapped 
toy or gift card at one of our branches, 
be sure to fill out an entry form for each 
toy or gift card donated to be entered to 
win one of two $250 gift card trees as 
our thank you. Toys accepted beginning 
Nov. 25. For information, visit LUSO 
Federal Credit Union’s website at www. 


lusofederal.com. 


NOV. 29 
WARE 

WARE FLAIR AT ARTWORKS. 
ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware 
will have extended hours Friday, Nov. 
29 from 3-8 p.m. Stop in the gallery 
for warm refreshments and one of a 
kind gift ideas made by local artists. 
ArtWorks is a nonprofit community art 


center. 


NOV. 29-DEC. 1 
WARE 

WARE SMALL ART SHOW Art- 
works Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware. Fri- 
days 3-7 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sundays 12-4 p.m. Give the gift 
of art this holiday season! Visit our local 
non-profit community art gallery for a 
fine display of “small art’ created by lo- 
cal artists. Visit: www.workshop13.org 


for more information. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 

MELHA SHRINERS FEZTIVAL 
OF TREES. Clarion Hotel & Aqua La- 
goon Waterpark, 1080 Riverdale St., 
West Springfield, Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 29-30, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Sun- 
day, Dec. 1 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admis- 


sion $2, children 12 and under are free. 
Decorated trees will be raffled for $5 
(15 raffle tickets.) Pick your tree and 


wait for the special drawing on Dec. 8 
to find out if you win — you don’t have 
to be present for the drawing. Shop the 
Craft Fair, enjoy live entertainment, 
have lunch or dinner, photos with San- 
ta. All proceeds benefit Melha Shriners 


activities. 


NOV. 30 
BELCHERTOWN 

BELCHERTOWN WINTER 
LIGHT NIGHT. Belchertown Com- 
mon on Saturday, Nov. 30, from 12-7 
p.m. Hosted by Belchertown Cultural 
Council. Celebrate the holiday season 
with your family and friends. Start your 
day at the Artisan Fair at Old Town Hall 
from 12-5 p.m., activities will kick off 
on the common from 3-7 p.m. and the 
official town lighting will be at 5:30 
p.m. Enjoy hot chocolate, a gingerbread 
house contest, face painting, music, 


horse-drawn carriage rides and more. 


MONSON 

MONSON HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR. Memorial Hall, The Methodist 
Church, United States Post Office, and 
the House of Art, Main Street on Satur- 
day, Nov. 30, from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and 
Sun., Dec. 1, from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Over 70 crafters will display and sell 
their wares. Food available. Free admis- 


sion. 


DEC. 1 
EASTHAMPTON 

HOLIDAY WHOBALATION. 
Millside Park, 2 Ferry St., Easthamp- 
ton. Sunday, Dec. 1, from 5-8 p.m. Start 
the holiday season with the 7th annu- 
al Easthampton Holiday Whobalation. 


*Please bring a new unwrapped toy 


under $10 to donate to families in need 
in the Pioneer Valley by the Easthamp- 
ton Community Center. Enjoy Christ- 
mas music beginning at 5 p.m. and the 
tree lighting ceremony with caroling at 
6 p.m. sharp. * Cash donations go di- 
rectly to the Easthampton Community 
Center, checks can be made out directly 


to the Easthampton Community Center. 





HUNTINGTON 

FIFTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
SING-A-LONG. First Congregation- 
al Church, 6 Searle Road, Huntington. 
Sunday, Dec. 1, at 3 p.m. Celebrate the 
holiday season singing along to favorite 
Christmas songs performed by fan Fare 
Brass Choir. Enjoy cookies, punch and 
hot chocolate. Great fun for the whole 


family. Free event for the community. 


Warren 

WARREN TREE LIGHTING 
FESTIVAL. Downtown Warren, Main 
Street, Route 67. Sunday, Dec. 1, from 
3-6 p.m. at the Common. Welcome the 
holiday season with Santa, fire trucks, 
music, free wagon rides, open house 
at various businesses and civic orga- 
nizations Santa will be at Cornerstone 
Bank, Emmanuel Catholic Orthodox 
Church will host events for children 


and more. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA and 
MRS. CLAUS. Clairon Hotel, 1080 
Riverdale St., West Springfield. Join the 
Melha Shriners for breakfast with San- 
ta and Mrs. Claus on Sunday, Dec. 1, 
or Sunday, Dec. 8, at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. 
Breakfast is $5 per person with children 
3 and under free. RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED IN ADVANCE. For more 
information or reservations visit https:// 


melhashriners.org/breakfastwithsanta 


DEC. 3 
MONSON 

BAMS CONCERT. St. Patrick’s 
Church, 22 Green St., Monson. Tues- 
day, Dec. 3, at 7 p.m. Brimfield Area 


Master Singers, a 24-voice chorus of 


singers from nine area towns, led by 
Kiel Krommer, performs a winter con- 
cert of traditional and contemporary 
seasonal music. Free, though free will 


donations are welcome. 


DEC. 4 
NORTHAMPTON 

GAMELAN FALL CONCERT. 
Earle Recital Hall - Smith College, 51 
College Lane, Northampton. Wednes- 
day, Dec. 4, from 8-10 p.m. Maho Ishig- 
uro, director. Darsono, guest artist. An 
evening of Central Javanese Gamelan 
music performed by Five College stu- 
dents and community members of the 


ensemble. Free and open to the public. 


DEC 5-7 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

NATIVITIES AROUND THE 
WORLD. The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints 108 New Brain- 
tree Road, (2.2 miles north of Center of 
North Brookfield on Rt. 67) on Thurs- 
day, Dec. 5, and Friday, Dec. 6, from 
6-9 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. An exhibit of nativities of 
many countries, cultures, styles, materi- 


als, and dimensions 


DEC. 6 
AMHERST 

LIGHTING OF THE MERRY 
MAPLE. At the North Common in Am- 
herst Center on Friday, Dec. 6, from 3-7 
p.m. Enjoy cider and donuts and live 
music from UMass Marching Band and 
others, story time, crafts photos with 


Santa. 


GILBERTVILLE 

A HOLIDAY SONGFEST. Jenni- 
fer Fijal Brevik and Daniel Brevik will 
be at The Stone Church, 283 Main St., 
on Friday, Dec. 6, at 3 p.m. For more 
information, people may visit www. 
FriendsOfTheStoneChurch.org. 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 

CONCERT —- CHRISTMAS 
ACROSS THE GENERATIONS. Pre- 
sented by the Quaboag Choral Society 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 108 New Braintree Rd., New 
Braintree on Friday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. 
There will be a dessert bar after the con- 


cert. 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 

NBPTO ANNUAL HOLIDAY 
FAIR. North Brookfield Elementary, 10 
New School Drive, North Brookfield. 
Friday, Dec. 6, from 6-9 p.m. Over 80 
vendors every year! Raffles, music, 
crafts, gifts. Get your shopping done 


here while supporting local businesses. 


SOUTH HADLEY 

WINE DOWN. Gaylord Memorial 
Library, 47 College St. Friday, Dec. 6, 
from 5:30-7 p.m. A fundraiser for the 
Gaylord Friends, open to the public 
and held after library hours. There is a 
$7 admission fee. All proceeds benefit 
the Friends of the Gaylord. Attendees 
MUST BE AGE 21 & OVER. 


THREE RIVERS 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE & 
WREATH FESTIVAL. Palmer Histori- 
cal and Cultural Center, 2072 Main St., 
Three Rivers. Friday, Dec. 6, from 5-9 
p.m. The annual Christmas Tree Festival 
is back. With more trees and wreaths for 
raffle, and new events for kids and mu- 
sical entertainment, this year’s festival 
is sure to delight. Here are some of the 
highlights: Tree and Wreath Raffle: $5 
for 10 tickets or $1 for one ticket; The 
“Loved One” Tree: Purchase a ceramic 
ornament to be hung on this special tree 
that is displayed every year. We’re col- 
lecting new, unwrapped toys for the Li- 
ons Club of Palmer Toy Drive. For each 
toy donated you receive one tree festival 
raffle ticket. There will also be a variety 
of musical entertainment and activities 
for kids. Entry is free, all proceeds from 
tickets will benefit PHCC. 


WARE 

DATE NIGHT. Clay Works Pottery 
Studio, 71 Main St., Ware. Friday, Dec. 
6, from 7-9 p.m. Couples, singles, and 
friends are welcome to join us for an 
evening of fun with clay using a potter’s 
wheel. For more information and to reg- 


ister visit www.workshop13.org. 


DEC. 6-8 
BARRE, HUBBARDSTON 
AND OTHER TOWNS 

14th ANNUAL COUNTRY 
ROADS of North Central Massachu- 
setts will be held Dec. 6, from 4-7 p.m. 
and Dec. 7 and 8, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Stops include 19 stops at locations in 


Barre, Hubbardston Petersham, Phillip- 


ston, Templeton and Winchendon. 


DEC. 7 
ATHOL 

ST. JOHN’S CHRISTMAS BA- 
ZAAR. 15 Park Ave., Athol. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Crafts, baked 
goods, cookies by the pound, raffles, 
Christmas room, wreaths, snack bar and 
thrift shop. No fee to attend. Prices are 


reasonable. 


BARRE 

ANNUAL COOKIE SALE AND 
GIFT TABLE. Mt. Zion Masonic Hall, 
71 Pleasant St., Barre. Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Biggest cookie se- 
lection ever. Sold by the pound — you 
choose. Find a perfect little something 
at the Christmas Gift Table. You can 
also pick your perfect tree at the Mt. 
Zion Lodge Christmas tree sale! Spon- 
sored by Cradle Rock Chapter OES 


BARRE 

CHRISTMAS IN BARRE. Events 
happening throughout the day on Dec. 7, 
including: a craft fair from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Barre Town Hall, the Lions 
Club will sell breakfast sandwiches start- 
ing at 9:30 a.m. and hotdogs from noon- 
3 p.m. on the Common. Magic Joe will 
entertain on the common from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Santa and Mrs. Claus will turn 
on the lights at the Harding Allen Band- 
stand, located on the Common, at | p.m., 
and then visit with children in the Heri- 
tage House, 30 Common St. The lights 
will remain on from Dec. 7 into early 
January. Horse-drawn wagon rides begin 
at 1 p.m. around the Common in front of 
the Barre Historical Society building, 18 
Common St. The stagecoach and histori- 
cal exhibits will be available for viewing 
from 1-3 p.m. From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mt. Zion Lodge of Masons will also sell 
Christmas trees at the lodge located on 


Pleasant Street. 


BARRE 

CHRISTMAS FAIR. Sponsored 
by the Barre Congregational Church, 
30 Park St., on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 


LET’S NOT FORGET THE REAL 
MEANING OF CHRISTMAS... 
GETTING STUFF FOR YOURSELF. 


Check this stuff out. 


Pennsylvania Dutch Egg Nog, 750n1 ... 
$22.49 


Dutch Craft Vodka, 1.75 ml... 
Fireball, 750 ml....$21.69 


$10.39 f., 
4 ~~) \—a 
ye os 


20% Off any case of wine. Mix and match. 


Over 100 types of beer including 
local and New England brews 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE : 
Best Prices in Town e Best Selection « Honest Lottery 


Huntington Liquors 
21 Russell Road, Huntington (413) 667-3201 





10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be crafters, 


home baked goods, luncheon and more. 


CHARLTON 

SANTA CLAUS PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST. Bay Path High School, 
57 Old Muggett Hill Rd., Charlton. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 7:30-10:30 a.m. 
Enjoy a full pancake breakfast and a 
free professional picture with Santa 
Claus. $5 per person, children under 5 
are free. All proceeds used to provide 


scholarships. For information contact, 
508-248-5971. 


CHICOPEE 

PAWZAAR — HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR. Chicopee Moose Family Center, 
244 Fuller Rd., Chicopee. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. A fun day 
of shopping, raffles, music and more 
with the Valley’s finest crafters. Baked 
goods and gifts for everyone, even the 
pets. All proceeds benefit the local, 
homeless animals at the T.J. O’ Connor 


Animal Control & Adoption Center. 


HUBBARDSTON 

THE GINGERBREAD FAIR. First 
Parish Unitarian Church, on the Com- 
mon in Hubbardston on Dec. 7, from 


9 am. to 3 p.m. There will be home 


LUBY SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
DESIGNED & INSTALLED 
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baked goods, spices, candy, jams and 
jellies, wreaths, crafts, luncheon and 


more. 


LONGMEADOW 

LONGMEADOW CRAFT FAIR. 
St. Mary’s, Fr. Forhan Auditorium, 56 
Hopkins Place. Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 


a.m.-3 p.m. Over 50 local vendors! 


LUDLOW 

ST. NICHOLAS FUNDRAISER. 
Christ the King Church Social Cen- 
ter, 41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow. Satur- 
day, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Come 
enjoy a free cup of coffee, tea, or hot 
chocolate while you peruse a variety 
of “something for everyone.’ Out- 
standing raffle prizes including a “gift 
card” and “scratch ticket” Christmas 
Wreath, a wonderfully delicious bake 
sale of goodies and homemade Christ- 
mas cookies and sweet treats like fudge 
and chocolate lollipops and many other 
surprises. Join us for a fun prelude to 


Christmas. 


HUBBARDSTON 

PIONEER VALLEY BRASS. A 
free concert on Saturday, Dec. 7, at 5:30 
p.m. in the First Parish Unitarian Church, 


on the Common in Hubbardson. 


GRAVEL & ASPHALT 
DRIVEWAYS 
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Our Own 
Homemade 

Jams, Jelly, Pickles 
& Relish 





Milk Soap, Farm 
Fresh Pies, 25 
Flavors of creamy — 
fudge | 
Dip Mix, Honey 
from our farm! 
And many more CT 


grown products! 
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MONSON 

SARAH THE FIDDLER CHRIST- 
MAS CONCERT & DINNER. First 
Church of Monson, 5 High St., Monson 
on Saturday, Dec. 7. Dinner at 5 p.m., 
concert at 7 p.m. Sarah the Fiddler will 
perform her Christmas program following 
a dinner of appetizers, chicken Alfredo, 
vegetables, salad, and dessert. The pro- 
gram is sponsored by the First Church 
Music Committee. Dinner and concert are 
$20/pp; concert only is $10. For tickets 
call Gail Pelletier 413-267-4818. 


PALMER 

FREE MOVIE FOR ALL. Second 
Congregational Church, 1080 Pleasant 
St., Palmer. “The Best Christmas Pag- 
eant Ever,’ starring Loretta Swit will 
be shown on Saturday, Dec. 7, at 6:30 
p.m. This is a free event. Refreshments 
served. Come as you are — bring pillows 
and blankets to get cozy. Beth Zelazo, 
413-283-3059. 


PALMER 

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR. Palm- 
er High School, 4105 Main St., Palm- 
er on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Over 50 vendors, a Chinese raffle, 
baked goods and lots of holiday cheer. 
For information email msoukup-coe@ 


palmerschools.org 


PALMER 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA. 
Palmer High School, 4105 Main St., 
Palmer on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 8-10 
a.m. Come have a pancake breakfast 
with Santa, there will be activities for 
the kids too. $5 per person, children un- 
der three are free. For information email 


sbailey @ palmerschools.org 


SOUTH HADLEY 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR. 

Church, Ist Congregational, UCC, 1 

Church St., South Hadley. Saturday, 


Dec. 7, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Huge selec- 


Center 


tion of new and gently used Christmas 


items and décor, homemade cookies 
with over 40 varieties to choose, fresh 
greens crafted wreaths, herb mixes, 
jams, fudge sauce, fruit and nut breads, 


meat lasagna, buttersquash lasagna. 


SOUTHWICK 

WINTER FOREST & CRAFT 
FAIR. Southwick Town Hall, 454 Col- 
lege Highway, Southwick. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 4-8 p.m. Walk through 
the beautifully decorated winter forest 
in Town Hall while listening to carol- 
ers and sipping hot chocolate. Enjoy 
the bonfire, festive music and caroling. 
Tree lighting at 5:30 p.m. Santa arrives 
at 6:30 p.m. 


WARE 

ARTSY ELVES HOLIDAY FES- 
TIVAL. Workshop13, 13 Church St., 
Ware. Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Free family fun. Holiday crafting 
with our artsy elves, decorate cookies, 
get a photo with Santa, and caroling 
karaoke in the Grand Hall. Visit www. 
workshop13.org for more information. 
Workshop13 is a local nonprofit com- 


munity art center. 


WARE 

ARTWORKS AND MAIN 
STREET STROLL. ArtWorks Gal- 
lery, 69 Main St., Ware. Saturday, Dec. 
7, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Visit our local 
nonprofit community art center during 
the Main Street Stroll for some warm 


refreshments. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 

CRAFT FAIR. Hosted by Boys 
and Girls Club of West Springfield, 615 
Main St., Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9:30 


a.m.-4 p.m. 


WILBRAHAM 

PIONEER VALLEY TUBA 
CHRISTMAS. Every Christmas season, 
tuba and euphonium players of all ages 


gather to pay respect to Harvey Phillips 


Children of all ageo will have the chance to viait with 
Sata and Mno. Claus, explore an enchanted. loveat 

BA & ok Chnintnan teen and a magical wonderlan 
of miniature villages and model trains. 


SANTA STRAINS 


aT Look Pak 
+ 


Winter Wonderland 
Light Display, 
(Donations Accepted) 
Nov. 29 - Jan. 1, 2020 


December 13-23 e 4-8pm e FREE 


>< Presented by Bob and Marianne Foote 


ba PeoplesBank 


Look Patk =o 
Holiday Express ¢sipp) 


Nightly during Santa’s Trains 
Wagon ride around the Park to view 


the holiday light displays 


300 North Main Street, Florence MA e lookpark.org e 413.584.5457 


and William J. Bell and all the great 
artists and teachers who represent their 
heritage. Pioneeer Valley TubaChrist- 
mas continues the celebration for its 7th 
year at the historic South Congregation- 
al Church, 45 Maple St., Springfield, 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, with participant 
registration at 11 a.m. and rehearsal at 
11:30 a.m. A free concert with tradi- 
tional Christmas carols will take place 
at 2 p.m. Brass Players may find more 
local information on how to pre-register 
at Facebook-Pioneer Valley TubaChrist- 
mas, or e-mail-PVTubaChristmas @ 


gmail.com. 


DEC. 7-8 
BARRE 

BARRE PLAYERS THEATER. 64 
Common St. “Forever Plaid “ by Stuart 
Ross will be presented Saturdays, Dec. 
7 and 14, at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays, 
Dec. 8 and 15, at 2 p.m. Meg Norton 
directs and choreographs and James Jo- 


inville directs music. 


GRANBY 

FESTIVAL OF TREES. Kellogg 
Hall, 250 State St., Granby. Present- 
ed once again by Granby Preservation 
Society. Saturday, Dec. 7, and Sunday, 
Dec. 8, from 2-8 p.m. Come in and see 
beautiful Kellogg Hall. Santa will be 
there at 4 p.m. Beautiful trees, wreaths 
and holiday gifts Take a chance - you 
might win. Raffle tickets are $10 for 
25. Free admission. E-mail cedgl4@ 


gmail.com with any questions. 


NORTHAMPTON 

NORTHAMPTON WINTER 
CRAFT FAIR. Northampton High 
School, Route 9. Dec. 7-8; Saturday 
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:30a.m.-4 
p.m. Over 90 artisans, great food, silent 
auction, children’s book sale and more. 
Admission: $5. 


DEC. 8 
NORTHAMPTON 

CHRISTMAS VESPERS. John 
M. Greene Hall — Smith College, 60 
Elm St., Northampton. Sunday, Dec. 
8 afternoon performance from 4-5:30 
p.m. and an evening performance from 
7:30-9 p.m. The Christmas vesper tells 
the story of advent through hymns and 
other anthems, prayers and scripture 
readings. The music portion of the pro- 
gram will feature the Smith College 
Glee Club, Chamber Singers, Handbell 
Choir and Vespers Orchestra. Tradition- 
al hymns and carols will be sung by 
the choirs, a special guest choir from 
the Smith College Campus School, and 
congregation. Free and open to the pub- 
lic. A free-will donation will be collect- 
ed for the Hampshire County Interfaith 
Cot Shelter Program. 


SOUTH HADLEY 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY VESPERS. 
Abbey Memorial Chapel — Mount 
Holyoke College, South Hadley. Sun- 
day, Dec. 8, afternoon show at 4 p.m. 
and evening show at 7:30 p.m. The 
Mount Holyoke College Choral Ensem- 
bles along with the chamber jazz, vocal 
Jazz, flute Choir and English Handbell 
ensembles will present their annual hol- 
iday inspired performances, best known 
for the candlelight procession and carol 
singing. The theme this year is “Angels 
in the Snow”. The concerts are free and 
open to the public. Doors open 35 min- 


utes before the concert. 


SPRINGFIELD 

CHRISTMAS CAROL FESTI- 
VAL. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Par- 
ish, 123 William St., Springfield, will 
hold a Christmas Carol Festival on Sun- 


day, Dec. 8, from 2-4 p.m. Free. 


Warming Your Homes for the Holiday 


Season’s Greetings from all of us 
g 
at Surner Heating 


HEATING CO., INC. 


60 Shumway St., Amherst, MA 01002 


(413) 253-5999 


34 Montague City Rd, Greenfield, MA 01301 


(413) 773-5999 | 


www.surnerheat.com 





THREE RIVERS 

SANTA ON THE COMMON. 
Hryniewicz Park., Springfield St., Three 
Rivers. Sunday, Dec. 8, from 4-6 p.m. 
Hosted by Three Rivers Chamber of Com- 
merce. Children are invited to visit Santa 
at the park! Enjoy hot chocolate and donuts 


as well as other fun activities. Free event. 


WARE 

A QUICK SPIN. Clay Works Pot- 
tery Studio, 71 Main St., Ware. Sunday, 
Dec. 8, from 2-4 p.m. Have you always 
wanted to try the potter’s wheel? In this 
two-hour workshop, our instructors 
will help get you centered then off you 
go. Ages 16 years and older or eleven 
years+ with parent. For more informa- 


tion please visit www.workshop13.org. 


WEST BROOKFIELD 

WHITE CHRISTMAS IN WEST 
BROOKFIELD. Town Common and 
surrounding businesses, West Brook- 
field. Sunday, Dec. 8, from 11 a.m.- 
8 p.m. This is the 27th annual White 
Christmas. Stroll Main Street and be- 
yond to enjoy a day filled with local 
tradition, family entertainment and the 


spirit of the holidays. 


WILLIAMSBURG 

ANNUAL MEEKINS HOLIDAY 
READING. Meekins Library, Wil- 
liamsburg in the Hawks-Hayden Com- 
munity Room. Sunday, Dec. 8, from 4-6 
p.m. Join friends and neighbors for the 
annual reading (and noshing) of season- 
al and holiday classics that celebrate 
this time of wonder at the Meekins Li- 
brary. Selections include: “Just Enough 
is Plenty” by Barbara Diamond Goldin, 
“Owl Moon” by Jane Yolen, “Coming 
Home” by Michael Mourpurgo, “The 
Scallop Christmas” by Jane Freeberg, 
and “The Polar Express” by Chris Van 
Allsburg. Everyone is welcome. Come 
read or listen as we read along and enjoy 
holiday treats and warm drinks. Rides 


available for Williamsburg and Hayden- 


ville residents. Call or email Daria to 
413-538-6489 ddarienzo@ 


me.com. Please bring a donation for the 


arrange, 


Hill Town Pantry, or something warm 
to wear for those in need, or something 
to share with our animal friends in shel- 
ters, if you can. This event is free and 


everyone is welcome. 


DEC. 10 
PALMER 

BAMS CONCERT. Second Con- 
gregational Church, 1080 Pleasant St., 
Palmer on Tuesday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m. 
Area Master Singers, a 24-voice cho- 
rus of singers from 9 area towns, led 
by Kiel Krommer, performs a winter 
concert of traditional and contemporary 
seasonal music. Free, though free will 


donations are welcome. 


DEC. 11 
SOUTH HADLEY 

MAKE A HOLIDAY GNOME. 
South Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal 
St. Wednesday, Dec. 11, from 6:30- 
7:30 p.m. All materials provided. Please 
pre-register at the Circulation desk by 
calling 538-5045 or at the library. 
DEC. 12 
LUDLOW 

ADULT CRAFT NIGHT. Hubbard 
Memorial Library, Ludlow. Thursday, 
Dec. 12, at 6:30 p.m. Adults are invited 
to pre-register for this annual holiday 
ornament making class. This year make 
mason jar lid ornaments. Class size is 
limited so register at the circulation 
desk or by calling 413-583-3408. 


DEC. 12-15 
SOUTH HADLEY 

SANTA’S LAND. Buttery Brook 
Park, 123 Willimansett St., Route 33, 
South Hadley. Thursday, Dec. 12-Sun- 
day, Dec. 15, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. En- 
joy a visit to this lighted holiday won- 
derland and see Santa and Mrs. Claus, 


enjoy hot chocolate and cookies, have a 


Thousands of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


Since 1956 


The Mason Family 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn to Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Balsam ° Frazier « Concolor Firs 
Blue & White Spruces ° White Pines 


$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 


On Weekends We Offer: 
Free Refreshments * Warming Fires * Helpers 
Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs * PreCut Trees 


photo taken with Santa ($5) or take your 
own. Please enter at the park’s south en- 


trance. Free of charge. 


DEC. 13 
NORTHAMPTON 

FREE SECOND FRIDAY — Smith 
College Museum, Northampton. Visit 
the Museum of Art on Dec. 13, from 
4-7 p.m. and there is no admission 
charge. During this time you may also 
join Hands On! Art making for all ages, 
inspired by works on view. Create lu- 
minous treasure boxes. 6 p.m.: Open 
Eyes. A guided conversation exploring 
a different object each month. Museum 
shop open and complimentary light re- 


freshments. 


DEC. 13-23 
FLORENCE / NORTHAMPTON 
SANTA’S TRAIN AT LOOK 
PARK. 300 North Main St., Florence. 
The Garden House, Dec. 13-23, from 
4-8 p.m. The Garden House will be 
transformed into a Victorian style train 
station with themed holiday trees, mod- 
el trains and locomotives whizzing 
through a wonderland of miniature vil- 
lage landscapes, Santa’s Helpers will be 
there also. Talk with authentic engineers 
from the Pioneer Valley Model Railroad 
Club and visit Santa and Mrs. Clause. 
Free to attend but donations gratefully 
accepted. The Holiday Express hayride 
will be taking passengers for a spin 
around the park to see the holiday light 
display. Hayrides depart from the Gar- 
den House every 20 minutes starting at 


4:20 p.m. Tickets are $5 per person. 


DEC. 14 
FEEDING HILLS 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR. Community 
Grange Hall, 47 No. West St., Feeding 
Hills. Saturday, Dec. 14, from 9 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Handmade ornaments, wreaths, 
hand made soap, sport-themed sewn 


items, crocheted & knitted scarves and 
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mittens and dog treats. Huge bake sale. 


LUDLOW 

VISIT FROM THE NORTH 
POLE. Please join us for a special vis- 
it from the North Pole when Santa and 
Mrs. Claus visit LUSO Federal Credit 
Union, 599 East Street in Ludlow, on 
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 10 a.m.-noon. 
For more information, visit LUSO Fed- 
eral Credit Union’s website at www.lu- 


sofederal.com. 


RUSSELL 

HIKE NOBLE VIEW. Noble View 
Outdoor Center, 635 South Quarter 
Road, hosted by Western Mass Hill- 
town Hikers. Saturday, Dec. 14, from 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Join us for a hike of the 
Pitcher Brook — Laurel Lane Circuit. 
An easy 2.7 mile loop trail with some 


slopes. 


NEW BRAINTREE 

CHRISTMAS IN NEW BRAIN- 
TREE. New Braintree Grade School 
and Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, 
New Braintree. Saturday, Dec. 14 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Over 50 vendors featur- 
ing unique, handcrafted items, to help 
you finish your last minute shopping 
!'There will children’s activities at the 
library. Proceeds to benefit the New 


Braintree Fire Association. 


WARE 

SMALL SHOW ARTIST RECEP- 
TION. ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., 
Ware. Saturday, Dec. 14 from 5-7 p.m. 
Meet the artists of our local non-profit 
community art center and get those last 
minute gifts. Visit our gallery for a fine 
display of “‘small art” created by local 
artists. Visit www.workshop13.org for 


more information 


“© GIFTS | APPAREL | HOME 
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your purchase of $50 or more 
Offer_Expires 12/24/19 


‘ } 
, d61 Main Street-Agawam, MA-01001 gan 

- , & 
, Ei (413) 786-7760 www.coopersgifts.com Os 


. 7 
*Limit one coupoy per customer. Cannotbe combined with other discount. 
Excludes Lizzy James, Brighton & Willow Tree merchandise.*~ 
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WILBRAHAM 

HOLLY FAIR. Wilbraham United 
Church, 500 Main St., Wilbraham. Dec. 
14, from 9 a.m.3 p.m. Over 80 vendors 
offering jewelry, pottery, painting, pho- 


tography and more. 


DEC. 15 
BARRE 

COOKIE SWAP. No. 4 School- 
house, Inc., 209 Farrington Road, 
Barre on Dec. 15. Raffle winners will 
be drawn. For more information email 


no4schoolhouse @ gmail.com 


BARRE 

CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON 
TEA. The Barre Historical Society, 18 
Common St., Barre. Sunday, Dec. 15, at 
2 p.m. Sip gourmet tea and enjoy light 
snacks in the front parlor of the Barre 
Historical Society. Wear your finery for 
this festive occasion. All ages are wel- 


come. 


MONSON 

MONSON HISTORICAL SOCI- 
ETY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE. Jacob 
Thompson House, 7 Main St., Monson. 
Sunday, Dec. 15, from 1-4 p.m. Join 
members of the Monson Historical So- 
ciety as the Thompson Museum will be 
decorated for the holiday season Come 
see the recently refurbished “Hired 
Man’s Quarters.” This attic room was 
set aside for the caretaker of the prop- 
erty. Refreshments will be served. Free 
and open to the public. Voluntary dona- 
tions accepted. 
OAKHAM 

LESSONS AND CAROLS. The 
25th year of Lessons and Carols at the 
Oakham Congregational Church, 4 
Coldbrook Road on Sunday, Dec. 15, at 
7 p.m. It features selections from previ- 


ous cantatas. 
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WARE 

HOLIDAY BIG BAND W/ THE 
WARE COMMUNITY JAZZ BAND. 
Workshop13, 13 Church St., Ware. Sun- 
day, Dec. 15, from 2-4 p.m. Free admis- 
sion. Cash bar. Visit www.workshop13. 


org for more information. 


DEC. 17 
BARRE 

CUPCAKE DECORATING FOR 
KIDS Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St., Barre. Tuesday, Dec. 17, 
from 6-7 p.m. Sign up for a cupcake 
decorating class with materials pro- 
vided by Cakes By Amanda. All Ages 
welcome. To register call the library at 
978-355-2533. 


BRIMFIELD 

BAMS CONCERT. First Congre- 
gational Church, 20 Main St., Brimfield 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. Area Mas- 
ter Singers, a 24-voice chorus of sing- 
ers from nine area towns, led by Kiel 
Krommer, performs a winter concert of 


traditional and contemporary seasonal 
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1311 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


6 Days a Week @ Tues.-Sat. 10 -5, Sunday 11-5 © Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, Jewelry, Household furnishings and more! 


Vendors Welcome, Apply within ¢ Find Us on Facebook! 


413.283.4910 


FREE Parking 
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FREE Admission 
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Over 165 Vendors ¢ Over 15,000 square feet 


music. Free, though free will donations 


are welcome. 


DEC. 19 
BARRE 

KIDS HOLIDAY CRAFTS —- 
DROP IN. Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St., Barre. Thursday, Dec. 19, 
from 4-7 p.m. Need a last minute gift? 
Come in for a do-it-yourself project or 
create your own Christmas card. Ages 
6-12. For information call the library, 
978-355-2533. 


LUDLOW 

KIDS CHRISTMAS CLASSIC 
EVENT. A reading of the Night Before 
Christmas. Hubbard Memorial Library, 
24 Center St., Ludlow on Thursday, 
Dec. 19, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Little 
ones are invited to wear their pajamas 
to hear Clement Moore’s classic story, 
followed by some cocoa and carols, and 
then a visit from a certain, special, very 
merry guest! Registration required by 
calling the library in advance, 413-583- 
3408 
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DEC. 19-22 
SOUTH HADLEY 

SANTA’S LAND. Buttery Brook 
Park, 123 Willimansett St., Route 33, 
South Hadley. Thursday, Dec. 19-Sun- 
day, Dec. 22, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. En- 
joy a visit to this lighted holiday won- 
derland and see Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
enjoy hot chocolate and cookies, have a 
photo taken with Santa ($5) or take your 
own. Please enter at the park’s south en- 


trance. Free of charge. 


DEC. 20 
WARE 

OPEN MIC NIGHT. Workshop13, 
13 Church St., Ware. Friday, Dec. 20, 
from 7-10 p.m. Live from the Grand 
Hall, an evening of live music and 
dancing. $5 donation. Cash bar featur- 
ing Tree House Beer. Visit: www.work- 


shop13.org for more information. 









~The Dlae Marble...a world of gifts! 
7 150 MAIN ST | NORTHAMPTON | 413 253 0328 [Fj 
THORNES MARKETPLACE - 


DEC. 21 
AMHERST 

HOLIDAY MOVIE MATINEE. 
Jones Library, Woodbury Room, 43 
Amity St., Amherst. Saturday, Dec. 21, 
from 2-5 p.m. 413-259-3223. 


BARRE 

NO. 4 SCHOOLHOUSE CHRIST- 
MAS PARTY. At the schoolhouse, 209 
Farrington Rd., on Saturday, Dec. 21, at 
6:30 p.m. For more information, people 
may email no4schoolhouse @ gmail.com. 
BARRE 

SELECTIONS FROM VERDI 
HOLIDAY CONCERT. Performed by 
Circle of Song in collaboration with the 
Quabbin Regional High School Music 
Department and local musicians at the 
at the Barre Town Hall on Saturday, 
Dec. 21, at 7 p.m. 


EASTHAMPTON 

WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRA- 
TION. Mass Audubon Arcadia Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Easthampton. Saturday, Dec. 
21, at 5:30 p.m. Celebrate the shortest 
day of the year at Arcadia. Candle-lit 
trails, music, fire, kids’ crafts. Free and 


open to the public. 


SPRINGFIELD 

THE REAL HISTORY OF 
CHRISTMAS IN NEW ENGLAND. 
Springfield Armory National Historic 
Site, | Armory Sq., Springfield. Satur- 
day, Dec. 21, from 2-3 p .m. The reality 
of Christmas in early New England may 
be disappointing to some and unbeliev- 
able to many. Join presenter Dennis 
Picard as he discusses the historical ac- 
tuality of Christmas, one that blends the 
heritage and spirit of many cultures and 


lands. Seating is limited, please call the 


museum to reserve a spot. 
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9 Winterfest and the 
“Tunnelof Lights” — 


Every Friday & Saturday & Sunday 5pm - 9pm 
Starting November 29th - December 29th 


TOO COLD? Come indoors to our Winter Wonderland 
Take an Open Sleigh through the Tunnel of Lights 


7 _ SANTA IS WAITING TO GIVE EACH CHILD A GIFT 
Ad | before returning to the North Pole on Dec. 22nd 


58 North Road, East W 





WILBRAHAM 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT. St. Ce- 
cilia Parish, 42 Main St., Wilbraham 
will hold their annual Christmas Pag- 
eant on Saturday, Dec. 21, at 4 p.m. 
This program is incorporated into the 
church Mass. 


DEC. 24 
SOUTH HADLEY 

CHRISTMAS EVE’ SERVICE. 
Center Church, Ist Congregational, 
UCC, 1 Church St., South Hadley. 
Tuesday, Dec. 24, at 5 p.m. All are in- 
vited to our Christmas Eve candlelight 


worship service. 


DEC. 27 
BARRE 

MAKE YOUR OWN VISION 
BOARD. Woods Memorial Library, 
19 Pleasant St., Barre. Thursday, Dec. 
27, from 6-7 p.m. Get your New Year 
resolutions ready and come in to design 
a 2020 vision board using craft paper, 
magazines, coloring tools and your 
creativity. Materials provided. All ages 


welcome. For information call the li- 
brary, 978-355-2533. 


SOUTH HADLEY 

FOSSIL HUNT FOR KIDS. South 
Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal St. Fri- 
day, Dec. 27, from 10-11 a.m. There’s 
gonna be a Whole Lotta’ Shakin’ Goin’ 
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860.627.6540 
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owl. Ages 8 years and older, parents 
welcome to join too. Visit www.work- 


shop13.org for more information. 


DEC. 31 
HOLYOKE 
FIRST NIGHT JR. Holyoke Mer- 
ry-Go-Round, 221 Appleton St., Holy- 
oke on Tuesday, Dec. 31, from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Characters, face painting, 
. balloon sculpting, music and more. $8/ 
. ; wristbands includes unlimited rides on 
on during the Mississippi Fossil Hunt at 
the South Hadley Public Library. Kids 


ages 7-10 are invited to pre-register for 


Merry-Go-Round and unlimited time at 
the Children’s Museum. Call the Holy- 
oke Merry-Go-Round at 413-538-9838 
or the Children’s Museum in Holyoke 
413-536-7048 for details. 


this exciting fossil program led by Doug 
Fleury, aka the Bug Man. He will have 
the kids dig their way through pails to 


see what fossils they discover. They will 


NORTHAMPTON 
get to keep what they find. Space is lim- 
FIRST NIGHT NORTHAMPTON. 
ited so sign up early at the Circulation 
Downtown Northampton celebrates 


Desk. Meg Clancy, 413-538-5045. 
Frist Night on Tuesday, Dec. 31, from 


noon to midnight. Arts, entertainment, 


WARE 

NEEDLE FELTED SNOWY OWL 
WORKSHOP. Workshop13, Ware. Fri- 
day, Dec. 27, from 1-3 p.m. Needle 


felting is so much fun. In tis workshop, 


ball drop, and more. Admission button 
required. For pre-sale buttons and more 
information visit online at firstnight- 


northampton.org. 


participants will needle felt a snowy 


Cross C ountry 
~ Skiing and ~ 
Snowshoeing 


OPEN FOR SALES 
Dec. 8 & 15 
10am-5pm 
Gift Certificates, Season Passes 
New and Used Ski Equipment 


Jam, Jellies & Fruit Butters 
Gift Baskets 


Maple 


orner H arm 


Beech Hill Road 
Granville, MA 01034 


(413) 357-8829 ¢ Snow Phone 357-6697 


Open: 9:00 - 5:00 Weekends & Holidays 
Weekdays: 10:00 - 4:30 as conditions allow 
Please call our Snow Phone for further information 
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dtappy Holidays from your 
| hbors al The Arbors. 


A r bh O r S @ The Arbors at Amherst 

THE 130 University Drive 

Assisted Living Residential Communities Amherst, MA 01002 
At Amherst (413) 548-6800 








Independent And Assisted Living Residential Communities 
For more information, visit arborsassistedliving.com 


EQUAL HOUSING ( 
OPPOATUNITY 


